The Suffering Servant/Isaiah 53

In Isaiah, God is most often portrayed as "the Holy One of Israel." God's holiness was indelibly inscribed on
Isaiah's mind by the vision of God that he had in the temple (Isaiah 6). The fact that God is "the Holy One of
Israel" involves a problem between God and His people. God is committed to Israel through covenant. But
how does a holy God continue to have relationship with an unholy people? The answer: God can only
continue to live with Israel by punishing their sin. Since this would ultimately mean Israel's complete
destruction, God finds another way to heal Israel's sin sickness: "He was pierced for our transgressions, He
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we
are healed....the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all."

Part 1: The Book of Judgment (chapters 1-39)
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Part 2: The Book of Comfort (chapters 40-66)
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Notes on Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12

This passage is the longest of the servant songs. The song contains 5 stanzas of 3 verses each.

[.  The Mystery of the Servant
e Raised up, lifted up, highly exalted by God (13)

e Mankind at His humiliation (14)

e Kings silenced by what he does (15)

II. The Utter Rejection of the Servant

e Rejection of the (1)

e Nothing attractive about him (2)

o We him (3)

III. The Atonement of the Servant

e A good man, yet by God (4)
e Punished as substitute (5)
e Because of sins (6)

IV. The Humiliation of the Servant

e Inhis (7)
e Inhis (8)
e Inhis 9)

V. The Triumph of the Servant

e He will live to see his (10)

e He will be (11)

e God will reward him (12)



